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“And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around 
them, so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.” – Genesis 35:5 
 

s anyone who has been in 

business for themselves realizes, 

the business world can be a 

menacing place, full of potential threats at 

every turn. In our current business 

climate in which lawsuits are so common, 

it is very easy for anyone to become an 

unsuspecting target. Several of my friends 

have been the objects of frivolous 

lawsuits concerning issues ranging from a 

simple breach of contract to highly emotional issues such as sexual discrimination. Of course, 

lawsuits are not the only kind of snares that can be laid for us in business. We can also be 

targeted by regulatory authorities like the EPA or the IRS, and we can even find ourselves 

facing the malicious attacks of disgruntled employees or customers. When we find ourselves 

squarely in someone else’s crosshairs, facing great challenges and fearing great loss, we 

should take appropriate defensive actions and we should also pray for God’s impenetrable 

protection.  

In the passage from Genesis referenced above, Jacob and his family had become targets for 

the neighboring pagan tribes, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. As they journeyed through 

hostile territory, Jacob’s household lacked sufficient numbers to provide adequate defense 

against their enemies. Jacob’s only available and effective protection came from the Lord, 

who sent a crippling fear of Jacob upon the antagonistic tribes to prevent them from 

attacking him. As Jacob acted in obedience to God’s instructions, the Lord Himself protected 

both him and his family from their enemies and gave them safe passage to where He was 

leading them.  
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As this principle relates to business, we must fulfill our responsibility to do “our part” by 

living according to the laws, the instructions, and the will of the Lord. In the referenced 

passage, Jacob’s family was being faithful to undertake the dangerous journey that God was 

calling them to make. Likewise, we must do the hard and sometimes hazardous duties 

required of us in business, in accordance with God’s call on our lives. We must labor 

diligently to learn our craft, to obey regulations, to work hard, and to treat everyone fairly. 

One cannot shirk his or her duties in their business and still expect the Lord’s protection. I 

once knew a man who made the habit of writing bad checks and then praying that the Lord 

would fill his bank account before the check would clear. Such practices do not exhibit faith 

in divine protection; they only exhibit a person’s poor character made evident by their 

decision to cheat. If we are working within the Lord’s plan for us and remaining faithful to 

put forth our best efforts in the tasks He has given us, then we can expect his ultimate and 

divine protection to go before us in everything. And if we know that He is fighting for us, we 

can be alleviated of unnecessary worry and stress that stifle the creative thinking processes 

we desperately need in order to grapple with business problems as they arise.  

In conclusion, our ability to defend ourselves against lawsuits, regulatory issues, smear 

campaigns, or any other harmful event is limited and unreliable, but the Lord’s ability to 

protect us is infinite and renders our enemies toothless and clawless. His protection 

supersedes that of any other. So relax, do your part in fulfilling what is required of you, and 

then rely upon the Lord in earnest expectation for His unfailing protection.  

-Adam Hall CPA PA, CGMA 

 

  


